[Which rate describes the MRSA situation appropriately?].
In hospitals the pathogen MRSA (methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus) causes wound infections, sepsis and respiratory tract infections at an increasing number of patients. This prolongs the length of stay and results in additional high costs. Even worse is the fact that MRSA infections have been associated with a higher mortality than MSSA (methicillin-sensitive Staphylococcus aureus) infections. The steadily increasing number of patients with MRSA in German hospitals requires an objective description of the situation using reliable data. This article explains the advantages and disadvantages of different ways of expressing MRSA rates of infection and discusses which describes best the occurrence of MRSA in different situations.